CONNECTING.
COMMUNITY.
At Comcast, NBC Connecticut
and Telemundo Connecticut, the
more perspectives we include,
the stronger we become.
We see ourselves as a community of people
with diverse perspectives, coming together
for a common purpose.
That’s why we proudly support organizations
like the Urban League of Greater Hartford
to welcome, inspire, and foster a multitude
of perspectives. When everyone has a seat
at the table, we are all the better for it.
Congratulations on your 54th Annual
Equal Opportunity Day Dinner and thank
you for empowering communities and
changing lives.
internetessentials.com

Good evening, Urban League Family and Friends,
It is our pleasure to welcome you to our 54th Annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner and Celebration,
“Embracing Change …Restoring Hope”. Tonight we celebrate the accomplishments of the past, and we look
forward to the future.
Tonight’s theme, “Embracing Change…Restoring Hope”, exemplifies and embodies Urban League of
Greater Hartford’s Mission to reduce economic disparities in our communities through programs, services
and educational opportunities. Those we serve come to us because they have a need for changes in their
lives that will enable them to thrive and succeed in the world we live in today. Change is the only constant in
this world-embracing change and changing course can be challenging for many, but what makes it exciting
is the restoration of hope. Urban League of Greater Hartford restores hope by providing life changing tools,
opportunities and being there each step of the way to help pave the path to success.
While we are proud of our work over the last 54 years, we know there is still much more to be done. Community
organizations, like Urban League of Greater Hartford, exist because basic needs for affordable housing,
education, training, employment and healthcare are still too far out of reach for the individuals and families
that we serve. We find ourselves working with individuals and families who thought they might never need the
services provided by the Urban League of Greater Hartford. However, it has always been our intention to do
whatever we can to help as many people as possible make it through the tough times as well as to prosper in the
good times…to build the skills of those who are underemployed, to work with youth to help them stay on the
right path, to help individuals acquire a GED, buy a home or even open a bank account for the first time.
This year’s outstanding honorees exemplify the meaning and richness of giving back to their community. Tonight
we honor those who demonstrate their commitment to this community, as each has made Greater Hartford a
better place to live, work and play.
The success of our 54th Annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner and Celebration would not be possible without
the support of our sponsors, advertisers, and guests who have purchased tickets. Your combined contributions
make it possible for us to continue to provide much needed services to the community.
The demand for our programs and services continues to be great. We encourage you to continue or become
an active and enthusiastic supporter. Tell those you meet about the good work that is being done by our staff,
donors and volunteers, who continue to make such a difference in the lives of those less fortunate.
On behalf of our staff and Board of the Directors, thank you for joining us tonight. We are grateful for your support
and hope that this evening you leave inspired to continue your support of Urban League of Greater Hartford to
help us help individuals and families move closer to achieving economic self-sufficiency in our region.
We are more than just empowering communities and changing lives; we are changing outcomes.
Thank you for joining us and enjoy tonight’s festivities.

Kathleen Reilly
Interim President & Chief Executive Officer

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Keisha Grant
Anchor, NBC Connecticut

Keisha Grant is an anchor for NBC Connecticut. She can be seen weeknights at 5 p.m.
alongside co-anchor Mike Hydeck, and at 6p.m. and 11 p.m. alongside co-anchor Gerry Brooks.
Keisha is an Emmy Award winner who has covered a wide range of breaking news stories from
coast to coast, including some of Connecticut’s most memorable headlines of the last decade.
She has been honored by the NAACP for her commitment to community involvement. She
has also been honored with awards from several other organizations including The Ohio Valley
Chapter of The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, The Society of Professional
Journalists and MADD.
Most recently she was the recipient of the Community Award, an honor bestowed upon her
by the Consul General of Barbados in New York, recognizing her contribution to the field of
journalism while proudly representing her Bajan heritage.
Keisha loves hiking, traveling, mentoring youth and enjoying everything that nature has to offer.
She says her parents are her role models and credits her mother’s strength and her father’s
West Indian culture to her strong values and work ethic.
Keisha lives in the Farmington Valley with her husband, daughter and son.

PROGRAM
Check In / Networking 6:00pm
Doors Open at 7:00pm

TITLE SPONSOR
GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTION OF MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Michael Parker
Regional Senior Vice President
Comcast
Keisha Grant, Mistress of Ceremonies
News Anchor, NBC Connecticut
INVOCATION
Pastor AJ Johnson
The Urban Hope Refuge Church
DINNER
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
BOARD REMARKS
Paul H. Dworkin, MD
Chair, Board of Directors
CLOSING REMARKS
Kathleen Reilly
Interim President & Chief Executive Officer
Dessert & Coffee in the Foyer
DANCING UNTIL 11:00 PM
DJ Drake
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Riley
captured historic moments of our great legends Martin Luther King, Presidents John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama and
Bill Clinton, and even the 45th President of the United States. He photographed stars such as Dionne Warwick, Flip Wilson,
Muhammad Ali, Gayle King and Maya Angelo. Riley was always the go to photographer for all major events in Greater
A graduate of Weaver High School, Riley started his passion for photography at an early age, serving first as
Hartford. Local to the community, Riley was always front and center to local families to capture their kids’ graduations or
Weaver’s school photographer and later opening his own business in Hartford’s Upper Albany area, where he
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Riley’s greatest happiness in life is his wife, children and grandchildren.
His achievements have been recognized by many in his community including the NAACP, the Jaycees, the Hartford Police
and the Urban League to name a few. Two that are most important to him however; the being acknowledged by the
Artists Collective by Jackie and Dollie McLean. He also cherishes being honored by the Men and Women of Justice.
He is known for his wit, speaking truth to power with his sarcasm, and brutal honesty to keep ‘em humble. He was
passionate about his activism. He is authentic with his “keeping it real” spirit. He sported flamboyant pairs of socks,
and let’s not forget “Not Yet!” Riley is best known for making you laugh. He is also described as the GOAT, being
driven, focused, concerned, proud and tough. Within 60 seconds of being in his presence, tears will be rolling down
your cheeks from laughter. The late First African American Fire Chief John B. Stewart, Jr. said, “He’s one of the
unsung heroes of the city. Underneath all that joking is the one of the most unselfish guys I ever met.” “He’s a guy
who can say things you and I can’t say,’’ Stewart said. ``But all he’s asking is we make the place a better city to live.’’
Johnson said his intention is to help people.
Riley always said, ``I just try to tell people to be for real. Time is running out, and there’s no time for game-playing.’’
He was always for his people, but not against anyone else.
Truly his own man Riley’s greatest happiness in life is his wife, children and grandchildren.
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PROUD TO SUPPORT THE URBAN LEAGUE
AS AN INNOVATOR IN KEEPING OUR
COMMUNITIES SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL
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Doug has also been involved in politics at the grassroots level, having served as a Democratic Town Committee

positive development, Doug worked with fellow teacher Sadiq Ali to found the Benjamin E. Mays Institute, which
Doug lives in Hartford with his wife Foye Smith, Hartford Judge of Probate Court, and their son Cairo.
emphasized positive self-esteem and core education values.

member, in Hartford’s 7th District, for several years. Recognizing the importance of participation among people of

color in the political process, Doug continuously encourages young people to become engaged civically, and to
register to vote.

As a former scholarship basketball player at the University of Hartford, Doug has shared his love for the sport with
young people by coaching for Hartford’s Northend Little League, the Hartford Hurricanes and the Boys & Girls
Club. He believes in teaching children the value of academics combined with the physical discipline of sports. Doug
graduated from the University of Hartford with a Master’s in Business Administration, after completing his Bachelor’s
degree there. He also earned his Master’s Degree in Elementary Administration from Sacred Heart University and
is a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Due to his strong will to better his community coupled with academic
and political success, Doug has been recognized and awarded for many accomplishments throughout the years.
A Blue Hills resident and Hartford native, Doug lives with his wife, Foye Smith, who serves as the City of Hartford’s
Judge of Probate Court, and their son Cairo. He is currently serving his 7th term as a state legislator and first term
as a State Senator. Senator McCrory was recently appointed to the Connecticut General Assembly as Deputy
President Pro Tempore, Co-Chair of the Aging Committee, Vice Chair of the Banking Committee, Vice Chair of the
Committee on Children, and member of the Finance, Revenue & Bonding and Judiciary Committees.
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receive her M.S. in Biomedical Science while conducting research at the Institute for Regenerative Engineering
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where she is primarily focused on developing bioengineered strategies geared toward the regeneration of a

human finger. In addition to her graduate studies, Aundrya actively serves as a behavioral health specialist in the
Connecticut National Guard.

his wife Foye Smith,
In 2016, she began working with the Urban League of Greater Hartford’s Young Professionals and has since then
ourt, and
their son
remained involved with the organization’s youth focused projects such as the Back to School Giveaway, Breakfast

with Santa, and S.T.E.A.M. Career Expo. Aundrya is most interested in raising awareness of the need for diversity in
the STEM field, specifically focused on the city of Hartford’s youth.

The William “Bill” Brown
Leadership and Community Service Award

In September 1964, William “Bill” Brown became the first Executive Director of the 66th Affiliate
of the National Urban League, the Urban League of Greater Hartford. Affectionately called “Mr.
Urban League,” Mr. Brown was widely known in the neighborhoods he walked and the churches
in which he worshipped. He was a leader who connected with the community on every level;
building strong relationships with corporate leaders in the boardroom; community alliances in
the streets; and unabated admiration from politicians and government officials with whom he
astutely negotiated. These are but a few of the qualities he embodied in service to the greater
Hartford community.
Known as the “Dean of the East Coast” among regional Urban League affiliate leaders
because he was equal parts leader, coach, and mentor, Mr. Brown possessed the uncanny
ability to balance the needs of various stakeholder communities. At the height of the Civil
Rights Movement and beyond, he masterfully built consensus and promoted collaboration.
With passion and unwavering commitment, Mr. Brown built bridges between communities that
at times drifted apart, but re-united, in part, because of his abilities as an authentic leader with
high levels of integrity, humility, and courage.

The William “Bill” Brown Leadership and Community Service award is
bestowed upon an individual who:
• Exemplifies the belief that his/her first responsibility is service to the Greater Hartford
community;
• Effectively balances varying and diverse interests towards “win-win” solutions to
challenging and sometimes contentious issues;
• Personifies a “moral arc” bent towards social justice; and
• Inspires a sense of pride and dignity among all people.

THE WILLIAM “BILL” BROWN LEADERSHIP AND
COMMUNIT Y SERVICE AWARD

Sanford Cloud, Jr.
Chairman and CEO
The Cloud Company, LLC

SANFORD CLOUD, JR., is the Chairman and CEO of The Cloud Company, LLC, a real estate development and
business investment firm. Sandy is the former President and CEO of The National Conference for Community and
Justice, a human relations organization dedicated to fighting bias, bigotry and racism in America and promoting
understanding among all races, religions, and cultures. Before serving at NCCJ, Sandy was a partner in the law firm
of Robinson & Cole in Hartford, CT. And through much of the 1980s and early 1990s, Sandy worked for Aetna Inc. as
Vice President, Corporate Public Involvement and Executive Director of the Aetna Foundation.
Sandy currently serves on the Board of Trustees of EverSource Energy and is its Lead Trustee; Ironwood Mezzanine
Fund LP; The Thomas J. Dodd Research Center; The University of Connecticut Health Center, and is Chairman of
the Board, and sits on the University’s Board of Trustees; The Connecticut Health Foundation, and was Chairman of
the Board from 2010-2016; and the Metro Hartford Alliance.
Sandy has served in Board leadership positions in a number of philanthropic organizations including the
Independent Sector, a national coalition of foundations, corporations, and voluntary organizations; the Council
on Foundations; and was Chairman of Hartford Seminary. He was a member of the American Bar Association’s
Commission on Minorities and has served as an advisor of the Kellogg Foundation National Fellowship Program.
Sandy was a member of the board of Urban League of Greater Hartford and Chair of its Government Affairs
Committee in the early 1970s.
During his two terms as Connecticut State Senator, Sandy’s accomplishments included primary sponsorship of
legislation creating the State’s first Department of Housing, and serving as Chair of the Planning and Development
Committee and as a member of the Appropriations and Judiciary Committees.
Sandy is a Hartford native, a graduate of Howard University’s College of Liberal Arts and the Howard University Law
School. He holds an M.A. in Religious Studies from Hartford Seminary and numerous honorary degrees including
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from The University of Connecticut and an Honorary Doctor of Social
Science from Providence College. Sandy has received many awards, notably The Spirit of Anne Frank Outstanding
Citizen Award from the Anne Frank Center USA; the Visionary Award from the George W. Crawford Black Bar
Association; The Thurgood Marshall Award from Quinnipiac Law School; The Edwin Archer Randolph Diversity
Award from the Lawyers Collaborative for Diversity; and his family earned the Passing of the Torch Award from the
Anti-Defamation League for their service to the community.
Sandy and his wife Diane led the formation of The Amistad Foundation in 1987. Sandy continues to serve The
Amistad Center for Art & Culture as an Honorary Trustee. He and Diane received The President’s Award for service
to the Center and the broader community.

I N VO C AT I O N

Pastor AJ Johnson

The Urban Hope Refuge Church

Pastor AJ Johnson is a faith-influenced voice for urban resurgence and revival and a pace-setting champion
for justice and community-wide uplift. As a trailblazer, Johnson leads The Urban Hope Refuge Church, an
influential church where passionate worship and community activism meet in Hartford, Connecticut. He
spearheads Small Business Night Out, a network of minority-owned businesses and entrepreneurs; Calling
all Brothers, a widely hailed male mentor-ship and leadership organization and Brothers Johnson 1929 Hat
Company, a clothing brand reflecting strength, loyalty and distinction.
Pastor Johnson has been a recipient of Hartford Business Journal ‘40 under 40’ honor and The Merrilee Milstein
Award for Organizing, Activism & Leadership and an honoree of the 100 Men of Color Award for Leadership,
Entrepreneurial Success and Community Activism. His community organizing efforts have been celebrated in
notable online news platforms including TVONE, The Huffington Post and Yahoo News; several print media
standardbearers including The Hartford Courant, The Christian Science Monitor and The San Diego Union
Tribune as well as several radio and television outlets.
A bridge-builder at heart, Pastor Johnson is frequently in the company of notable men and women and unsung
heroes. Johnson every opportunity as a featured speaker on social justice issues on community-action panels,
workshops and national conferences to connect people to each other and inspire stronger communities.
Johnson is a well-known advocate in the ‘Fight for 15’, ‘Moral Monday’, ‘Ban the Box’ movements and
contributor to other causes, campaigns and organizations.
Pastor Johnson is married to the former Melinda Solomon-Badhai, the father of one, one year old son and an
active member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Pastor AJ Johnson holds a Bachelor Degree in Religious
Studies and Education from W.L. Bonner College and is currently pursuing a Masters of Arts degree from
Liberty University in Organizational Management and Leadership.

Pastor AJ Johnson is a faith-influenced voice for urban resurgence and revival and a

pace-setting champion for justice and community-wide uplift. As a trailblazer, Johnson

With an affordable CHFA mortgage,
you can buy your first home
with confidence, while building
your financial future
The Connecticut Housing Finance Authority offers mortgages
for first-time homebuyers or those who haven’t owned a home
in three years. Our below-market interest rates make it easier
to make the leap from renting to homeownership. Plus, CHFA
provides homebuyer education classes to help you understand
the process of buying a home and how to be a successful
homeowner while building wealth for your future.
CHFA’s popular Downpayment Assistance Program (DAP)
loans may be an option if you haven’t saved up quite enough
money for a down payment. You can get a CHFA loan at more
than 75 CHFA-Approved Lenders across the state. The list is
posted at www.chfa.org, along with other helpful information
for future homeowners.

Connecticut Housing Finance Authority
999 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067

CHFA is an equal housing lender.

The community is our
only no-risk investment.
As proud members of the Hartford community,
we’re committed to making our region a
better place to live and work.

travelers.com
© 2018 The Travelers Indemnity Company. All rights reserved. Travelers and the Travelers Umbrella logo
are registered trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in the U.S. and other countries.
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A foundation
built to repair
the very foundation
of inequities in health care.

To improve the health of all Connecticut residents,
we’ve diagnosed the most significant challenge –
a health care system that doesn’t always serve
everyone equitably, especially people of color.
So our focus is on expanding health equity by
helping more people gain access to better care.
And by pursuing real changes in the system.
Proactively. Passionately. Responsibly.

A foundation

To see what we’re working on today,
visit www.cthealth.org
@cthealth
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Chair
Paul Dworkin, MD
Executive Vice President of Community
Child Health
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
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Nicole Hughey
2nd Vice President | Enterprise
Diversity & Inclusion
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Treasurer/Finance Committee
Interim Chair
Earl Exum
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Pratt & Whitney-UTC
Strategic Planning and
Governance Chair
Stanley Battle, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of MSW Program
in the Department of Social Work and
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University of Saint Joseph in
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Audit Committee Chair
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Senior Advisor
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Secretary
Siobhan Wright
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Sr. Director, Supply and Demand
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Hartford Mayor’s Office
Christopher H. Comey, MD
Chair, Surgery
Saint Francis Hospital, Greater Hartford
Brian Foley
Chief Investigator
Fox 61
Kathy Reilly
Interim President & CEO
Urban League of Greater Hartford
Julie Drouin
Vice President of Finance
Hartford Hospital
Michael Parker
Regional Senior Vice President
Comcast

U R B A N L E AG U E S TA F F
Administration & Finance:
Kathy Reilly
Interim President &
Chief Executive Officer
Robert J. Cappellucci
Vice President,
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Ernie Vigue
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Karol E. Jimenez
Administrative Services Manager
Charese Bozeman
Human Resource Specialist/
Data Manager
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Sade Blocker
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Taquonda Woodson
Outreach Specialist
Hartford Federal Healthy Start
Workforce Development:
Yvonne Matthews
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Community Education:
Jason Hewitt
Adult Education Teacher

Hazel Joseph
Senior Housing Counselor

Yondel Gilfurt
Adult Education Teacher
Veronica Williams
Program Facilitator

Val-Gene Gripes
Manager

Lois E. Stevenson
Consultant/Resource Developer

ESPN Proudly Salutes
The Urban League of Greater Hartford
We congratulate tonight’s honorees for your
commitment to the community.

OUR MISSION
To reduce economic disparities in our communities through programs, services and educational opportunities.
OUR PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES
Urban League of Greater Hartford is a community based non-profit organization offering direct social services
to more than 3,000 individuals and families annually. Our programs and initiatives prepare youth and adults to
be educated, trained and equipped to confidently enter the workforce and lead successful and healthy lives.

Empowered to Learn

Empowered to Build Wealth

ADULT EDUCATION offers individuals (ages 17 and
over) instruction and training to acquire high school
credentials and strengthen academic proficiency.
Students improve reading, writing, language, math and
other basic skills in order to transition seamlessly to
post-secondary education or enter the workforce.

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT is designed to
increase opportunities for the low-to-moderate income
population to improve economic stability. We educate
participants on how to acquire and protect assets,
through comprehensive one-on-one counseling and
classroom educational services in the areas of financial
fitness and homeownership.

Components:
 GED Preparation
 Adult Basic Education
 Adult Virtual High School

 College and Career Readiness
 English as a Second Language
 Computer and Internet Literacy

Components:
 First Time Home Buyer Classes/Counseling  Project S.T.A.B.L.E. (shared
with Workforce Development)
 Financial Education Classes
 Tax Preparation Services (VITA)

Empowered to Aspire

Empowered to Work

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT is designed to equip high
school aged youth with skills and opportunities to prepare them for college, work and life. Students are exposed to workshops, training, internship, networking
opportunities, service learning projects and trips to enhance college and career readiness.
Departmental Programs:
 Project Ready
 Project Ready Mentor
 Youth Violence Prevention Initiative
 Urban Youth Empowerment Program

Components:
 College/Career Readiness
 Digital Literacy & S.T.E.A.M.
 Service Learning
 Life Skills

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT focuses on helping
job seekers develop the skills necessary for getting,
keeping, and doing well on the job. We offer a range of
employment services and occupational training to
individuals, so they may enter or advance in the
workforce.
Departmental Programs:
 Employability Skills Training
 Career Pathways
 Project S.T.A.B.L.E. (shared with
Economic Empowerment)

Components:
 Job preparation and placement
 Men’s Professional Suiting
 Basic computer training
 Career Expo

Empowered to Advocate

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Urban League performs

advocacy work in health disparities to give voice to the underserved. Healthy Start is an initiative to increase awareness of infant mortality, low-birth weight and disparities in
perinatal health, serving mothers with children from birth to
age two.
Initiative Components:
 Coordinated care and outreach
 Community resource referrals
 Pre-natal/post-partum education

GET EMPOWERED TODAY!
Donate. Volunteer. Register.

Urban League of Greater Hartford | 140 Woodland St. Hartford, CT 06105 | (860) 527-0147 | www.ulgh.org

Never More Important
Than Now.
We at DKA want to thank the Urban League and
all the people working hard for social justice and economic
opportunity. We are all in this together.
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start your future at Eastern!
“When I was studying
computer science,
I would ask myself,
‘Why am I studying
art history? Why am
I studying geography?’ Now I know.
My liberal arts
education helps me to draw from different branches
of knowledge so that I can reach a creative solution,
rather than facing the world purely as a computer
scientist.”
David Ngibuini ’14
Computer Science Major
Portfolio Manager
CIGNA

www.easternct.edu

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

We share our
decades-long law
expertise with
our clients.
The principals of Kennedy Doyle LLC have
been practicing law throughout
Connecticut for over 50 years. We
currently have offices in Rocky Hill,
Connecticut and New York City. Kennedy
Doyle has extensive expertise in the
following areas:
Matrimonial & Family Law
Personal Injury
Civil Litigation
Real Estate
Business Law
Probate Matters
Please call us at 860.563.0127 or contact us
by email at info@kennedydoyle.com.

W W W . K E N N E D Y D O Y L E . C O M

NYC Office: 60 East 42nd Street Suite 2540 New York, NY 10165

Connecticut Office: 8 Glastonbury Avenue Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Celebrating your tireless

commitment
to others.
Every day, you help make our community
a better place to live. So we do our best to
live up to you, your organization and the
people you serve. We’re always proud to
support what matters most to our neighbors.

WebsterBank.com

CONNECT PEOPLE.
GROW ECONOMIES.
PROTECT THE WORLD.

We believe flight is an engine for human progress.
Its magnitude both humbles and motivates us.
And every day, we rise to its challenges with
state-of-the-art engines, dedicated service experts,
and generations of innovators working together
to transform aviation.
Flight unleashes the world to go beyond.

LEARN MORE AT PW.UTC.COM
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
FINDS A WAY
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut is
proud to support Urban League of Greater Hartford’s work in
our community on Equal Opportunity Day and every day.

unitedwayinc.org

YOUTH SUCCESS | ECONOMIC MOBILITY | ACCESS TO HEALTH | BASIC NEEDS FINDING THE BEST WAY.
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Prudential Retirement is proud to sponsor

URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER HARTFORD:
54th Annual Equal Opportunity Day
Dinner & Celebration Event

© 2018 Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities. Prudential, the Prudential logo, the Rock symbol and Bring Your Challenges are
service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.
1003101-00001-00
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MDC IS A PROUD PARTNER OF

THE URBAN LEAGUE OF
GREATER HARTFORD

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Campus

Proudly Supports the
Urban League of Greater Hartford
54th Annual
Equal Opportunity Day Dinner

November 2, 2018

Kathy Reilly
Interim President and Chief Executive Officer
Urban League of Greater Hartford
140 Woodland Street
Hartford, CT 06105
Dear Kathy, Board, Members and Friends,
Congratulations to the Urban League of Greater Hartford and all gathered for the 54th Annual Equal
Opportunity Day Dinner & Celebration.
To the honorees --- State Senator Douglas McCrory, Sanford Cloud Jr., Riley Johnson, Aundrya Montgomery
and Pratt & Whitney -- congratulations for being recognized for your outstanding leadership, professional
accomplishments, community service, and corporate citizenship. Each of you is an exemplary model of
success and an inspiration to us all.
This past year has shown us that we must persevere in our effort to combat the injustices impacting our
citizenry, and the African American community in particular. I commend the leaders and members of the
Urban League for their unwavering advocacy of equal rights, equal opportunities and justice for all, regardless
of race, creed, color or religion.
The work of the Urban League is far from over. In the words of former National Urban League President,
Whitney M. Young, spoken in the 1960s, "Every man is our brother, and every man's burden is our own.
Where poverty exists, all are poorer. Where hate flourishes, all are corrupted. Where injustice reigns, all are
unequal.” Mr. Young’s words still ring true today.
Please have a wonderful and celebratory evening.
Sincerely,

Denise L. Nappier
State Treasurer

55 Elm Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1773, Telephone: (860) 702-3000

An Equal Opportunity Employer

YOUR NEXT
MEETING
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It’s our [we’re all in this
together] community.
Liberty Bank proudly supports the organizations and
events that make the Greater Hartford community a
great place to live. We are honored to sponsor the Urban
League of Greater Hartford’s 54th Annual Equal
Opportunity Day Dinner & Celebration!

liberty-bank.com

MEMBER FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

YWCA HARTFORD REGION
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER HARTFORD’S
54TH ANNUAL EQUAL OPPORTUNITY DAY
DINNER & CELEBRATION
EQUALITY INDISPUTABLE

www.ywcahartford.org

DELIVERING BUSINESS

CHANGE
LISTENING | CULTIVATING | SUPPORTING

HARTFORDBUSINESS.COM | 860.236.9998 | DCOLLINS@HARTFORDBUSINESS.COM

Working together for a better tomorrow.
We are proud to support the Urban League of Greater Hartford,
celebrating 54 years of empowering communities and changing lives.
Congratulations to all of this year’s award recipients, including Eversource
board member Sanford Cloud, Jr., recipient of the William “Bill” Brown
Leadership and Community Service Award.
We applaud their dedication and service to our community at large.

Eversource.com

Luke A. Bronin
Mayor

November 2, 2018

Dear Friends of the Urban League of Greater Hartford,
As the Mayor of the City of Hartford, I am proud to congratulate you on the occasion of your
54th Annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner & Celebration.
For more than half a century, you have worked to expand opportunity by breaking down barriers
to employment, standing up for civil rights, and offering valuable programs and services to
residents of all ages and backgrounds. We are a stronger, more just city because of your work
every day.
As Americans, we tell a story about a country where anyone can pursue their dreams with hard
work – no matter where they come from. Far too often we fall short of that ideal, and if we’re
going to make it true we need to work together. As a city, we are deeply grateful to the
leadership, staff, volunteers, and supporters of the Urban League of Greater Hartford for your
commitment to empowering everyone who lives in Hartford and Greater Hartford.
I also want to extend my sincere gratitude to all the award recipients for their significant
contributions to our community. I wish you all a great evening and continued success.
Sincerely,

Luke A. Bronin
Mayor

550 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
Telephone (860) 757-9500
Facsimile (860) 722-6606

Hartford Hospital

proudly sponsors
Urban League’s 54th
Annual Equal Opportunity Day
Dinner & Celebration.
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The United Bank Foundation
is dedicated to the communities
we serve and is proud to sponsor
the projects that allow our
neighborhoods to thrive.

Connecticut
866.959.BANK
bankatunited.com

Since 1960

www.cwpm.net
Waste Removal & Recycling Services

Privately
Owned State
Permitted Waste
& Recycling
Facilities
~~~
Serving All of CT
and Parts of
MASS & R.I.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Municipal
Shopping Malls • Hospitals • Housing Complexes • Restaurants
2-50 Cubic Yard Containers • Roll Off Construction Containers
100 Yard Walking Floor Trailers for Bulky Hauling & Demo Disposal

Proud Supporter of
Urban League
of Greater Hartford’s

54TH ANNUAL EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY DAY

We Offer A
Complete Line
Of Printing Services

Rubbish • Recycling • Construction • Demolition • Bulky Waste
Hi-Grade Paper • Wood Waste • Metal Recycling
Electronics Recycling • Stump Disposal • Single Stream Recycling

860-233-2138

25 Norton Place / P.O.Box 415, Plainville, CT 06062

1718 Park Street • Hartford, CT
www.Budget-Printers.com

For Service : 860.747.1335 • 860.447.1473
Toll Free: 1.888.49WASTE • Fax: 860.793.2624

Strengthening Children,
Families and Communities

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center proudly
supports the Urban League of Greater Hartford and
its work to make a difference in the lives of children
and families in the Greater Hartford region.
18-671

connecticutchildrens.org

Pfizer
Celebrates the
Urban League of
Greater Hartford
and its
th
54 Annual Equal
Opportunity Day
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Life’s better
when we’re
connected®

to economic progress

to revitalization

to communities
At Bank of America, we’re focusing on issues that are
fundamentally connected to economic mobility - like
workforce training, affordable housing and addressing
basic needs. Through partnerships with organizations
delivering local solutions, we can help individuals and
families build better lives. These are important ways
we help create strong, sustainable local communities
that benefit us all.

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/about

to each other

Connect with us on

@BofA_News

stfranciscare.org

Strengthening the future
of our communities
through good health

Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center
is proud to support the
Urban League of Greater Hartford
and their contributions to our community.
114 Woodland Street
Hartford, CT 06105 • 860-714-4000

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE URBAN
LEAGUE OF GREATER HARTFORD.
Hospitality + Valet
Office Buildings
Medical + Hospital
Airport + Transportation
Campus
Government + Municipal
Retail + Mixed Use
Event Parking
Residential Buildings
Shuttle Services

Congratulations on 54 Years!

From Your Friends & Partners in Hartford

FREE CLASSES
GED - ENGLISH - NEDP - CITIZENSHIP
Support for Success:
Onsite Child Care
School Social Worker
College & Career Counseling
Professional Tutoring
Computer Labs
Free Parking

110 Washington Street, Hartford, CT 860.695.5840
AdultEd.hartfordschools.org

We Support the Urban League of Greater Hartford
Thank You for Valued Service. W. Reggie Hales, Publisher

P.O. Box 1984 ¥ Hartford, CT. 06144
News Room: 860-897-5171 / e-mail: Inqnews@aol.com

See us on the Web.

Inqnews.com
See Us On Facebook.com/InquiringNews

UCONN HEALTH
CONGRATULATES
Sanford Cloud, Jr.
CHAIR OF THE UCONN HEALTH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Recipient of the Urban League of
Greater Hartford’s William “Bill”
Brown Leadership and Community
Service Award.

health.uconn.edu

Thank You!
TITLE SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

SPONSORS

